CHAPEL HILL — 4As
Cargl‘_Ann Zinn looks out

on The Courtyard, she
says she feels ‘‘very
pleased, very happy and
very satisfied . .. and a lit-
tle disbelieving.” They’re
personal feelings that
stem from the fact that
the new West Franklin
Street development is
“her baby."”

“I look forward to the
day when people will come
to The Courtyard, and
NOT be surprised that a
woman did it. I think it’s
very natural,” she said.

Most people, however,
are surprised to learn that
this petite lady is the de-
veloper and general con-
tractor for the new com-
mercial development.

The complex already
houses the Pyewacket
Restaurant and several
specialty shops. Space is
still being leased and one
building is yet incomplete.
But once finished, the de-
velopment will have 13
specialty shops, two res-
taurants and 7,000 square
feet of office space.

It's her first commercial
project, and the young de-
veloper sees nothing
unusual about the evolu-
tion of her career from
proprietor of a pottery
school to general contrac-
tor to developer in less
than three years.

“I'd always been an ad-
ministrator—even as a
child,” she said, explain-
ing that when she was
growing up in New York
her “fantasy life had a lot
to do with organizing.”

“To me there’s a similar-
ity between building
houses and building pots,”
she said, and she thinks
that the administrative
skills she used to run
Stoneyhill Pottery School

helped prepare her for |
her career as a contractor |

and developer.
“I don’t jump blindly,”

she said, explaining that

she “‘was exposed to the
build‘l'ii trade” about

seven years ago when the |
general contractor build- |

ing her house went bank-
rupt and quit before the
house was complete. She
jumped in and took over,
hiring sub-contractors to
finish the job. “'I didn’t

even think of doing any-

thing else.”

When her marriage |

broke up several years
ago, she looked for ““a
home-based career to be
with the kids,” so she
thought of contracting.
She said she decided to
build a house for herself,
and if she ‘“‘was comfort-
able with it” she'd make it
a business.

That house went well, so
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She says that because
they were women they
had some advantages in
the building trade.
“Women spend a lot of
time in the house and you
get to think a lot about
how you live,"” she said.
And they use their ideas
to build what she calls
“family houses.”

“A house can be a very
personal space,” she said,
explaining that she and
her partner put in “little
touches” like extra-wide
window sills—*“it’s such a
great place to set things.”

As general contractors
the women design their
houses, draw the plans,
order the materials and
check the workmanship of
the sub-contractors. She
described their houses as
‘““contemporary but old
fashioned” with “little
nooks and cozy places.”
“We try not to be mechan-
ical—but practical and
down to earth—with
flair.” she said.

Although she’s still a
partner in the contracting
firm, Ms. Zinn went out on
her own as developer for
The Courtyard.

She explained that she
was helping David Bacon
find a new location for his
Pyewacket Restaurant,
when she discovered that
the old Longmeadow
Dairy building was for
sale. She’d been im-
pressed with renovations
of similar old buildings
she’d seen on a trip to Cal-
ifornia, and says she
visualized The Courtyard
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the land in October of
1978, then “‘put all the
figures together to see if it
would work” before acting
on the option to purchase
the building last May.
Although it was a big fi-
nancial undertaking, she
says she wasn't scared. “I
had some apprehension,
but if I had been scared I
wouldn’t have done it. It
all seemed to fit together

Ms. Zinn decided on a career as a contractor after
building herself this home. She described the houses
her firm builds as "contemporary but old fashioned.”
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take some risks if it's to
broaden yourself as a per-
son.”

The fact that people in
Chapel Hill have “such a
strong feeling” for the old
building added to her con-
fidence in the project. “I
think I have a feeling for
what the people like,” she
said, “I felt that this was
the right thing for this
area. People like to come
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Despite her busy schedule as a contractor and devel-
oper, Ms. Zinn finds time to help her sons, Omar and
Adam, with their homework.
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keep it vital.”
Construction started
May 21, 1979—“That’s
when we started ripping
up asphalt,” she said. A
week later the crew
started to gut the build-
ings. As general contrac-
tor for the development,
Ms. Zinn hired sub-con-
tractors to do the work.
“There was some testing
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David Bortzfield, a sub-contractor, got lots of advice
from Ms. Zinn during the construction phase last
summer. Ms. Zinn says crews worked long hours to
get the work done in such a short time.

Carol Ann Zinn confers with David Bacon of the Pyewacket Restaurant on the
antiques used in the restaurant. Pyewacket was one of the first businesses to

open at The Courtyard.




